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UM SPEAKER EXAMINES LAW PROFESSOR IDEOLOGIES
MISSOULA -
An upcoming speaker at The University of Montana will examine the liberal leanings of 
America’s law faculty members
John O. McGinnis is a law professor at Northwestern University, where he teaches 
constitutional and international trade law. He will present “Ideology in the Legal Academy” at 
6p.m.  Tuesday, April 19, in the Castles Center at the UM School of Law.
The event is free and open to the public, and pizza and pop will be provided.
McGinnis’ speech will be based on a forthcoming paper that reviews the campaign 
contributions of law professors at twenty universities. The paper argues that law professor 
viewpoints skew dramatically to the left and shows the effects of their ideologies on the output 
of legal academies.
The paper also asks why the schools in the sample that use “viewpoint diversity” as 
justification for affirmative action are not trying to hire Republicans and conservatives.
McGinnis is a graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law School, where he was 
editor of the Harvard Law Review. He also holds a master’s degree from Balliol College in 
Oxford, England, where he read philosophy and theology.
He also clerked for Judge Kenneth Starr of the District of Columbia Circuit and was a
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deputy assistant attorney general in the Office of Legal Counsel at the Department of Justice in 
the Reagan and Bush Sr. administrations.
McGinnis is the 1998 recipient of the Federalist Society’s Paul M. Bator Award, given 
annually to an outstanding professor under 40. He recently was named to the advisory 
committee on labor standards and NAFTA, and has been selected to be on the register of 
panelists to settle World Trade Organization disputes. In addition to academic articles, he has 
written for the Wall Street Journal, Time, National Review and Commentary.
His visit is hosted by the Federalist Society for Law and Public Policy Studies, a group 
of conservatives and libertarians interested in the current state of the legal order. It was 
founded on the principles that the state exists to preserve freedom, that the separation of 
governmental powers is center to our Constitution and that the judiciary should say what the 
law is, not what it should be.
For more information, call UM law student Kent Bailey at (406) 327-8871.
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